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SERVICE, THE MORNING SERVICE [on THE NEXT DAY], THE AFTERNOON 
SERVICE, OR THE ADDITIONAL SERVICE.” 


I:6: Said R. Hananiah, son of the brother of R. Joshua, “In the Exile 
they are not accustomed to do things in this way [as indicated at M. 
1:3]. Rather, on the sixtieth day after the Tishré cycle [the autumnal 
equinox, hence, sixty days after September 21] they begin to pray for 
rain].” 


Saw to nM R. Josuua, ““SINCE RAIN IS ONLY A SIGN OF A CURSE WHEN IT 


COMES ON THE FESTIVAL ITSELF, WHY SHOULD ONE MENTION IT?” SAID TO 
aiM R. ELIEZER, “I TOO HAVE SAID SO NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASKING 
[FOR RAIN], BUT ONLY OF MENTIONING ‘RESTORING THE WIND AND BRINGING 
DOWN THE RAIN,’ [THAT IS,] IN ITS DUE SEASON.” He sap To nim, “IF so, 
ONE SHOULD ALWAYS MAKE MENTION OF IT.” 


II:1: Said R. Joshua, “Since rain is not a sign of a blessing when it 
comes on the Festival itself, why should one mention it?” Said to him 
R. Eliezer, “I too have said so only [for mentioning] restoring the wind 
and bringing down the rain,” [that is,] in its due season [M. 1:1D-E]. 
“When rain comes in its due season, it is as beloved as the resurrection 
of the dead.” Said R. Yosé, “I am astonished that rabbis can compare 
the coming of rain to the resurrection of the dead. For they are in no 
way comparable. A man prays for the resurrection of the dead at all 
times, but he does not pray for the coming of rain at all times.” He said 
to him, “If so, one should always make mention of it” [M. 1:1F]. 


II:2: On account of five matters were the Israelites redeemed from 
Egypt: Because the end had come, because of oppression, because of 
their outcry, because of the merit of the fathers, and because of 
repentance. 


II:3: A certain man would sin with his tongue [as a rumor monger]. 
He came before R. Yohanan, who sent him to R. Haninah. He said to 
him, “Go, repent, and study the learning of Torah, for it is written, ‘A 
gentle tongue is a tree of life [but perverseness in it breaks the 
spirit]’” (Prov. 15:4). 


11:4: Said R. Haninah son of R. Abbahu, “In the book of R. Meir they 
found that it was written, ‘The oracle concerning Dumah, [that is,] the 
oracle concerning Rome. One is calling to me from Seir [Watchman, 
what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?]’” (Is. 21:11). Said 
R. Yohanan, “One is calling to me because of Seir.” Said R. Simeon b. 
Laqish, ““To me.’ From whence will there be a match for me? ‘From 
Seir.’” Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “If someone should say to you, ‘Where 


